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The Catholic Church in Brazil reportedly is moderately pleased
with efforts by top level government and military officials to
curb human rights abuses. The US stand on human rights is
secn’ as having been instrumental in motivating improvements.
Brazilian churchmen apparently Lelieve that President Geisel
and otker key lecdérs are sincere in their efforts to inprove
Brazil'e human rights performaice, but the clerics ramain
disturbed ovar oontinuing abuses and they are not ovarly
sanguing about prospects for aalting wunauthorised actions by
middle and lover level securily officials. | | :
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Argentine President Videla recently. told Assistant Secretary
of State Todman that the Argentine military is committed to
r9tumin;; the country to a thoroughly renresentative democracy.
Videla admitted, however, that several rocent dramatic
1 : i ‘

! } ' S . o
L o

‘ . ‘ l' c;:m.vr(

'3.5(c)

pproved for Rele:

Sy = .

-




17y

D CETRT MR

R Ml
A

PRt MR

~.

RN O

._4,,
o e

o

"
N
ik
i
1

-._d

T i e

R e 3 el oy ek
.

Lo

= T

i 0
o

|
|
l
i
|
i

- forces being beyond the government's caontrol.
learpaign winds dowm,
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disappearances are the result of some elcments of the security
As the aniiterroricm

luman rights cbusar oid piolence rasuiiing
from trter- and inirg- cerviee rivalpriea ure becoming rore
‘Tia abluation of the Argentins anbassador to Veieczuela
romeing unaolvad, as doas ihe disappeainaca of a promirent
1cbor leadar seusral moniks ago and of a w.wuber of lavyers
rore recantly. The goverrment is inceed wable to conirol the
activities of cértain factions within its cm ronks. Rivelriegs
within the powspr atructure also played a cle in Argentira's
dacision this wrek to cancel its participation in UNITAS
XVIII, an upcoming Joint lizval exercica with the US. Hilitary
pardiirers had scverely eriticized Videia for being too accom=
modating to recent US official visitors, and they agparently
‘gatzed on the UNITAS-US securily assistance isgue to wnlirmine
‘tha president's prestige. : :
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Spanish Socialist Party leader Felipe Gon:zalez visited Chile
this week and said that the situation there is ''not as black
and white" as it is pictured abroad. Gonzalei was cordially
received by poveriment leaders and was allowed to speak freely
with whomever he chose, including the two prominent p:isoners
for whom he sought pardons. The liberal press in Spain ias
been vitriolic in its attacks on tne Chileen regime and it
fraguentily bicres the US for the fail of President Allende.
Trere are conflicting signals, meanwnile, as to whather tre
atate of siege in Chile will be lifted to mark the fourth
arnivercary of the military tqkeover on Septemder 11, and
ithere otill is considerzble uncertainty over the extent to
whieh the new National Information Center will differ from the

yecertly abolished National Intelligance Direciorate, wnicr
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was notorious for eonduct resulting in hwsan rights abuses.
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